Chapter V: The Popish Plot
M. RAPIN DE THOYRAS, whose History of England, is of
peculiar interest in relation to the period we are dealing
with, points out the difficulty of writing historically about
matters where every scrap of evidence is tainted with pre-
judice, religion, passion and party interest. Paul de Rapin
was in a position to have heard all about the Popish Plot
in his lifetime, since he came over to England with William
in 1688 and was tutor to the young Duke of Portland. He
was a French Protestant, trained as a lawyer, who had to
relinquish his profession of avocat at the time of the persecu-
tions which followed the revocation of the Edict of Nantes,
He had had personal experience of the methods by which
the Roman Catholic religion established itself, but he writes
of English affairs with calm common sense. And the posi-
tion of those good folk who insist that there never was
a Popish Plot, except in the lying imagination of Titus
Gates, he shows to be quite untenable, though many
history books repeat this fallacy in our own day.
Rapin, of course, did not know that Charles II. had
made a secret treaty with Louis to establish the Roman
religion in England. Nor, indeed, did Titus Gates. But
that there was a plot or inspiration to alter the government
and subvert the Protestant religion was beyond all doubt.
Whether it included a design to kiU the King is another
matter. It seems likely that such a plot to murder Charles
was discussed among the more ardent Jesuits. Charles II.
was not a man to be trusted to keep his secret word to
Louis, but James, Duke of York, was a real Catholic, and to
many eager, impatient minds, the removal of Charles must
have seemed a necessary step towards a highly desirable end.
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